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WELFARE, EVANGELISM AND PARTISAN POLITICS POLICY 

1. PURPOSE

1.1 The purpose of this policy is to guide WWF's daily operations in accordance with WWF-
Australia's Constitution: 

' . . .  [WWF-Australia] must not: (i) engage in, fund or otherwise support any activity 
that is directed towards evangelism, the promotion of religious or political causes or 
political parties, or the provision of human welfare . . .  '

And to satisfy the requirements of the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade (DFA T), 
Australian Council for International Development (ACFID) and Fundraising Institute of 
Australia (FIA) that funds and resources raised for Aid and Development purposes are 
used exclusively for such purposes, are not used to exploit people and communities that 
are vulnerable, and that conditions or obligations are not placed on recipients in terms of 
non-development, religious and political outcomes. 

2. BACKGROUND

2.1. WWF-Australia is part of the global WWF conservation organisation. By its (global) Code 
of Ethics, WWF is required to be independent, multicultural and non-party political, to 
involve local communities and indigenous peoples in the planning and execution of 
programmes, and to respect their cultural and economic needs, and to run [WWFJ 
operations in a responsible and cost-effective manner, and apply donors' funds 
according to the highest standards of accountability and transparency. 

2.2. DFAT requires all accredited NGOs to have appraisal processes in place to ensure that 
international activities supported by the Australian Government and funding 
disbursements classified as 'Recognised Development Expenditure' are consistent with 
the NGO's overall development priorities and strategies and reflect key development 
principles. Specifically, DFAT requires the exclusion of welfare, evangelistic and political 
activities as these are not 'in accordance with the development intentions of the aid 
program.'1

2.3. WWF-Australia is a signatory to the ACFID's Code of Conduct (June 2017) which 
requires members to 'consistently demonstrate separation of development activities from 
non-development activities' (Compliance Indicator 7.3.2) 

2.4. WWF-Australia is a member of the Fundraising Institute of Australia (FIA) whose 
'Standard of Overseas Aid Fundraising Practice', is to a similar effect. 

3. POLICY

3.1. Funds and other resources raised by or provided to WWF for the purpose of Aid and 
Development (defined below) must only be used for the purpose of Aid and 
Development. 

1 Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (2016) Australian NGO Accreditation Guidance Manual

http://dfat.gov.au/aid/who-we-work-with/ngos/ancp/Pages/accreditation.aspx 
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