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POLICY ON COUNTER-TERRORISM & PREVENTION OF 

CRIMINAL MISUSE OF FUNDS 

1. PURPOSE

This policy articulates WWF-Australia's commitment to avoid directly and indirectly being involved in 
or supporting terrorist activities, money laundering or other criminal misuse of funds. 

2. BACKGROUND

2.1. For the purposes of this policy, a "terrorist act" is any violent act, or a threat to commit 
such an act, that is done with the intention to coerce or influence a civilian population or 
government through intimidation. 

2.2. For the purposes of this policy, "criminal misuse of funds" includes money laundering 
activities, the commission of underlying predicate crimes and all other unlawful uses or 
receipt of resources. 

2.3. As a non-profit organisation operating in Australia and overseas, there is a risk of WWF
Australia being misused by individuals or other organisations to finance and support 
terrorist activity or violent extremism or to be misused by other criminals or criminal 
organisations to launder money to legitimise proceeds from committing crimes (referred 
to as 'predicate crimes'). This risk of being misused increases if WWF-Australia is not 
able to provide direct oversight of projects and programs. 

2.4. A Policy on Counter-Terrorism & Prevention of Criminal Misuse of Funds is necessary to 
ensure that WWF-Australia and the financial resources entrusted to it are not being used, 
directly or indirectly, to support terrorist or other criminal activities and to provide clear 
guidance on what to do if terrorist or other criminal activity is suspected. 

2.5. The Australian Government has extensive legislation around counter-terrorism and 
national security. National and international funding bodies impose strict obligations on 
funding recipients to ensure funds do not support terrorist activities. Terrorism is against 
the law, against Australia's national interests and undermines sustainable development. 

2.6. Under Australian law, it is also an offence to knowingly receive, possess, conceal, 
dispose of, import, export or engage in a banking transaction relating to, the proceeds or 
an instrument of crime. Money laundering enables almost all serious and organised 
crime in Australia and is also against the law, against Australia's national interests and 
undermines sustainable development. 

2.7. WWF-Australia makes all reasonable efforts1 to ensure that its projects and programs 
are conducted in accordance with these laws and obligations and that funds are not 
being directed to terrorist activities, money laundering or other criminal misuse of funds. 

1 In Attorney-General's Department guidance, the term "all reasonable efforts' is used "to reflect the need for positive
action and a common sense approach, based on the level of risk, to meet legal obligations and avoid inadvertently 
financing terrorist activity." 
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